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College Scholarship Program 
 

 
THE SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Los Altos Kiwanis Club grants four scholarships of $1,500 each to students attending schools in the 
Mountain View/Los Altos High School District and planning to enroll at Foothill or DeAnza Community College.  
Awards may be used to cover tuition, fees and books. Each scholarship is awarded on the basis of academic 
promise and financial need.  

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

The Kiwanis Club supplies application forms to the district schools.  Each school is requested to distribute the 
forms to interested students and collect completed forms which will be picked up by a Kiwanis Club member. 

 

SELECTION PROCESS 

The Kiwanis Club scholarship committee selects the recipients and notifies the grantees and their high school 
counselors.  Each recipient will receive his/her award from a club member at the school award program. 

 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

The candidates have demonstrated academic achievement, community service and commitment to learning in 
the face of financial and other obstacles and plan to attend Foothill or De Anza Community College beginning in 
the next fall academic term.  

 

GRANT PROCESS 

The Los Altos Kiwanis Club has established trust accounts at the two community colleges for the scholarship 
grants.  Each grant may be used for tuition, fees and books.  The funds are prorated through 3 academic 
quarters and issued by the colleges’ financial aid offices as the grantees register for each term. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Locally, the Los Altos Kiwanis Club organizes the annual Kiwanis Special Games (May 16, 2008) and the 
Kiwanis Pet Parade (May 17, 2008) and sponsors the K-Kids, Key Clubs and Circle K organizations in our 
schools. 
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2008 Scholarship Application 
 

 
NAME   
 
HIGH SCHOOL   
 
HOME ADDRESS   
 
   
 
PHONE (________)  ____    E-MAIL    
 
 
I AM PLANNING TO ATTEND  ___  FOOTHILL COLLEGE  ____ DE ANZA COLLEGE  (Please check one.) 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:  On a separate sheet please tell us about yourself and attach it to this form: 
 

1. Describe honors and awards that you have received and other experiences that we should consider.  Be sure to 
include extra-curricular activities. 

2. Describe school or community service you have participated in.  Include any family responsibilities. 
3. Tell us your educational plans and goals for the future. 
4. Describe your financial circumstances and tell us how a scholarship grant would help. 

 
RETURN THIS FORM AND YOUR BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH TO YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR. 
 
ASK A TEACHER TO WRITE A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FOR YOU AND TO PROVIDE IT TO YOUR COUNSELOR   
-- OR ASK THE COUNSELOR TO WRITE SUCH LETTER. 
 
ASK YOUR COUNSELOR TO ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR TRANSCRIPT TO YOUR APPLICATION PACKET (INCLUDING 
THIS FORM, YOUR BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND RECOMMENDATION LETTER) AND MAIL IT TO SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE, KIWANIS CLUB OF LOS ALTOS, P.O. BOX 484, LOS ALTOS, CA 94023 BY APRIL 24, 2008.     
 
Thank you for applying, and we wish you all the best in your college career. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE            DATE  
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What is Kiwanis?  Kiwanis is an international service organization comprised 

of 600,000 adult and youth members in 91 nations whose mission is to improve 
the quality of life for children and families worldwide.  

 

Service Slogan:  "Serving the Children of the World"  
 

History:  The first Kiwanis club was organized in Detroit, Michigan, in 1915. Kiwanis became 

international the next year, and opened worldwide expansion in 1962; since then, Kiwanis has 
spread to all the inhabited continents of the globe. Membership was opened to women in 1987, 
and today women serve in leadership positions at all levels of the organization.  

 
The Kiwanis Name:  "Kiwanis" was coined from an expression in an American Indian language 
of the Detroit area, "Nunc Kee-wanis," which means, "we trade" or "we share our talents."  

 
Service Mission:  Any community need can become a Kiwanis service project, especially the 

needs of children. In the past year, Kiwanis clubs sponsored about 150,000 service projects and 
raised more than $100 million.  

 
Young Children: Priority One:  Since 1991, Kiwanis clubs have endorsed a special service 
interest in young children from prenatal development to age five called "Young Children: Priority 
One."  Kiwanis clubs are encouraged to identify and sponsor Young Children projects in four 
areas of concern:  

¶ Maternal and Infant Health: The health of a mother and child during the first five years affects 
the child's entire future. Kiwanis clubs support prenatal care, early childhood development and 
nutrition programs, and immunizations.  

¶ Child Care and Development: Children need a stimulating, supportive environment to develop. 
Kiwanis clubs support child-care programs, assist with child-care resources, book reading and 
giveaway programs, and family-literacy projects.  

¶ Parent Education and Support: Raising a child can be a challenge under the best 
circumstances. Kiwanis reaches out through parenting newsletters and parent-education 
programs.  

¶ Safety and Pediatric Trauma: Special equipment and training are required to save young lives. 
Therefore, Kiwanis clubs support pediatric trauma programs, help fund children's hospitals, 
and distribute home-safety checklists.  

 
Kiwanis Worldwide Service Project: In 1994, Kiwanis adopted its first Worldwide Service 

Project, a $75 million campaign in partnership with the United Nation's Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to eliminate iodine deficiency disorders (IDD). Iodine deficiency is rare in areas where 

http://www.kiwanis.org/wsp/
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iodized salt is used, but in other parts of the world, IDD is the leading cause of preventable 
mental and physical retardation. The fund-raising goal was exceeded in September 2001. 
Kiwanis-raised funds are now at work in more than 90 nations, and these IDD programs are 
saving millions of children per year from mental retardation.  

 
Kiwanis Sponsored Organizations:  As Kiwanis membership has grown and enthusiasm for 

its service ideals has spread, Kiwanis has created additional volunteer opportunities for people 
at every stage of life through its sponsored programs.  
 

¶ Circle K International: a service club for collegians; nearly 13,000 members on more than 500 
university and college campuses in 13 nations.  
 

¶ Key Club International: The oldest Kiwanis sponsored-youth program (1925); today this 
organization for high school students is active in 20 nations and includes 4,700 clubs and 
244,000 members.  

 

¶ Builders Club: program for middle school and junior high students launched in 1975; has 
grown to include more than 1,500 clubs and 44,000 members in 13 nations.  
 

¶ K-Kids: for elementary school-age students since 1998; today, 18,000 K-Kids in 500 clubs and 
11 nations are actively creating opportunities for community service, leadership development, 
and citizenship education.  

 

¶ Aktion Club: In 2000, Kiwanis extended service opportunities to adult citizens living with 
developmental disabilities, providing them with opportunities to develop initiative and 
leadership, to serve their communities, to be integrated into society, and to demonstrate the 
dignity and value of citizens living with developmental disabilities. To date, there are over 
2,900 members in 125 clubs. 

http://www.circlek.org/
http://www.keyclub.org/
http://www.buildersclub.org/
http://www.kkids.org/
http://www.aktionclub.org/

